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Mowing up on our January petition, tha Iowa Trails Gounod requests the
Surface Transportation Board to place a Pubhc Use Condition on this proposed
abandonment by the towa Northwestern Ra*oad We rfso request that a Noboe
of Intern Tmil Use be granted tor ton nghW-way between MJepoat 215 4 and
Milapoat 2S2 3 m Iowa's Dictanson and Oaceota counties

Conditional abandonment la aaaantlal m our opinion, with the retention of
fta nght-cf-way aa a trad, as authonzad by Congress in 1983 nSecdon 8 (d),U
S C 1247 of the NaftonalTraJ System Act Sijch a trad would provide tar the
preservation of the nghtot way tor potent* reactovabonrfra* service with mlenm
use as an energy eftaent transportation routa. providing an opportunity tor
heatfiful wattrng. joggng and bicycling between tha two points

Watake no poaWon as to whether tha Surface Transportation Board should
approve abandonment of this right-of-way, but wa do believe that if abandonment
ttappfovedtshouWbecorditnnedontrteusaofto
potential to be reactivated aa an active rariroed m the future

Iowa ranka near tha bottom of the States that provide recreational
opportunities, aflhougn it IB ranked hgh in the preservation of retread ngnta-of-
way. uang them aa trarfs, oontnbubng sigrubcaritry to Iowa's ecoriomy.whde at the
sometime helping to improve tha hesJft of tha rasrients of the State This
particular area of the Stats has other establishadrecraatnnsifacUitiasaTid
creating Una trad would enhance those facUAes

UUIRy Hnaa couM bo estabhahed wimin tha corrKtor.
preservation of valuable crop land that would otherwise be taken tor lh» purpose

V a NITU and PUT am awued these should include tha condition that
removal of structures such as bridges, trestles, cutverts. hmriels. arid ballast be
barred aa these are essential to the reactivation of rail servcetaswenastotheuae
ofthenght-oMvayasatrari

Tha Iowa Tralto Cound. is iBpfaamtoig tha interests of tha Dckmaon
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County Trade Board, a county government entty. as we! the Osoeola, County
Conservation Board and the cities of AHendorf and Lake Park in this matter
These governmental bodies are willing to assume fuH finanoal reaporwbtty tor
rnaria^pniemofsuchnptfSKtf-wayarf
habbty) arising from tranefer of tttto and tor the payment of all taxes and
ttsesBamonts that may become due after fttte is received It is acknowledged, as
wen. that it is understood that the use of tins ngrtaNiay as a trad, is contingent
upon continuing to meet then- reaponsMftes as stated above

that the uses of this nght-c-f-way as a trad will be
termnetedri there is need for reactivation of rai service as prowled in U S C
1247 and CFH1159 28. Section 8 (d) of the National Trads System Act. as
amended m 1983

If MndMonal abandonment to approved by the STB we request that we
be allowed at toast a 180 day period m which to conclude these negoaanona
The CounoTs extenawe experience m the acqunbon of rahoadnotfs-or-wayfor
conversion to trads over the past thirty years has tad us to behave that
negotiations tor transfer of toe can easily consuinernoM than 180 days, wNoh we
understand to be me usual Blotted time period in wrnch to complete
negotiations

The tow* Natural Heritage Foundation may jom with the towa Trails
Counal and the other governmental bodes named herein in these negotiations
itwe^ouropsltoCQfiduofetheBsneffMm
posstte and we intend to make every effort to bring these negotiations to a
aabsfactory conclusion wthin the tame allotted Waiver of the requved fee is
requested S«OB we are reprosorduigeaveitf go

A map of the location of the proposed line to be abandoned IB included
herewith We are provNtng ton copies of this petition fortheSurface
Transportation Board and are eendng a copy of the peUwn to the Iowa
NMUiweaternRarfroadofltee in Omaha

We thank you tor your kind ooraderataon in this matter
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